FAMILY FEATURE:

Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind (風の谷のナウシカ - Kaze no Tani no Naushika - aka Warriors of the Wind) - Hayao Miyazaki - Japan - 1984 - PG - 116 min (uncut version) - 2005 "Disney" dub

Hayao Miyazaki's first masterpiece, still holding up even against his later, more advanced hits like "Princess Mononoke" and "Spirited Away," is truly a Japanese animation for everyone: anime fans and skeptics; young and old.  Especially important even today with its prescient exploration of the madness of technological, brute-force militaristic authoritarian states as well as the folly and dangers of tampering with and fighting against nature, this movie is a vital message to our younger generations, as well as a touching and thought provoking cautionary drama for even the coldest heart.

Hundreds of years after mankind perfects terrifyingly powerful weapons and nearly wipes all life off the face of the earth, pockets of residual humanity regain technology and power despite ever spreading toxic wastelands of mutant fungal forests populated by enormous, violent insects.  Nausicaä is a stunningly skillful warrior while remaining an innocent, intelligent, extreme pacifist, and the princess of a tiny, idyllic, harmonious valley kingdom powered and protected by wind.  She and her people are brutally forced into the conflicts of much larger, stronger countries which threaten to tear their entire world apart.  Soon it appears that only this strong yet sensitive girl with a heart of gold can possibly bring all of the parties to peace, and unlock the mystery of the ever-growing sea of corruption.

Presented with the new, quality, "Disney" era dub for child accessibility, featuring the voice talents of Uma Thurman, Patrick Stewart, and Mark Hamill!

SHORTS:

Rehearsals for Extinct Anatomies - Brothers Quay - UK - 1988 - Unrated (PG?) - 14 min

Stephen and Timothy Quay are pretty much the undisputed masters of surrealist stop-motion animation puppetry.  This enigmatic, spooky twin-duo has been exquisitely hand-crafting tiny, concentrated bits of madness since the late seventies, strongly influencing the videos of prog-metal band Tool, and creating special animation sequences for the 2002 film "Frida".

Typical of their output into the 90's, "Rehearsals for Extinct Anatomies" is a short but DENSE, extremely surrealist and abstract black and white film populated by animated junk and broken, decaying dolls, with an experimentally intense, emotional neo-classical soundtrack.  This particular film explores a tiny, magical world inhabited by lines, optical illusions, and obscure camera tricks.

Told is the story of a sedentary, cyclopean, broken doll-headed wire man who obsessively manipulates his solitary, velvety nubbin.

The Halloween God - Steve "Sleaze" Steele - Al "Blaster" Ackerman - Baltimore - 19?? - Unrated (PG/PG-13?) - 12 min

Written by Baltimorean Al "Blaster" Ackerman, local king of disturbing and bizarre tales of ungovernable haintism, and brought to life by former-Baltimorean video experimentalist Steve "Sleaze" Steele, the team that brought you "Eel and the Haunted Icebox", we bring you a story of the spooky season, in all its amusing, unsettling splendor.

An aging Halloween enthusiast, tiring of being given more and more trouble when he tries to go trick-or-treating every year, finally devises the perfect plan for the best Halloween party ever!  Luring an unsuspecting audience into his house, bedecked in spooky splendor, he is finally ready for a rousing, uninterrupted telling of his favorite tale: "Sir Laurence Olivier and the Drunkard Haint!"

ADULT FEATURE:

Pi (π) - Darren Aronofsky - USA - 1998 - R - 84 min

From the director of "Requiem for a Dream"; an edgy, intense low-budget psychological thriller ostensibly about cutting-edge mathematics turns out to be a brilliantly planned, smoothly constructed new kind of experimental film-making.  Carefully crafted, stark, high-contrast black and white camerawork and an equally aggressive late 90's progressive electronica soundtrack from the likes of Orbital, Autechre, Aphex Twin, and others set the perfect mood for a disturbing, deeply thought-provoking and philosophically mind-bending story akin to something from Kafka, Hitchcock, or The Twilight Zone, but much more modern, angsty, and paranoid.

A reclusive, prickly, brilliant young mathematician prone to painful epileptic fits is on the verge of a world altering breakthrough, unlocking the mysterious patterns of chaos, when he begins to be stalked by two sketchy groups with uncertain intentions: high-power Wall Street types who think he may be able to predict the stock market, and a group of fanatic Hasidic Kabbalists who believe that he may have discovered the ineffable true name of God, the key to reality itself.  As stakes rise and he feels increasingly threatened and boxed in, he must struggle to maintain his freedom, life, and sanity in the face of ever increasingly intense migraine attacks and horrifying hallucinations.  No special mathematical knowledge required to enjoy, though perhaps not for the slow.
